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FEATURED  
CLINICAL TRIAL

MK-5475-007: A Phase 2/3, Multicenter, Random-
ized, Double-blind, Placebo-Controlled,
Adaptive Design Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and 
Safety of MK-5475 in Adults with
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension

PI: David Booth, MD 
Sponsor: Merck Sharp & Dohme LLC

Objective: Two cohorts to evaluate the effect of MK-5475  
versus placebo on the pulmonary vascular resistance (PVR) 
at Week 12  versus placebo on 6-minute walk distance 
(6MWD) at Week 12

Trial Background: 
 This is a two-part (Phase 2/Phase 3) study of MK-5475, an 
inhaled soluble guanylate cyclase stimulator, in participants 
with pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH).

The first part (Phase 2) will assess three different doses of 
MK-5475 compared to placebo in a base period of 12 weeks, 
followed by comparison of three different doses of MK-5475 
during an optional 24 month extension period. The treat-
ment dose with the best efficacy and safety profile in the 
phase 2 cohort base period will be selected for use in the 
second part (Phase 3) of the study. The primary hypothesis 
of Phase 2 is that at least one MK-5475 dose is superior to 
placebo in reducing pulmonary vascular resistance (PVR) 
from baseline at week 12.

The purpose of the second part (Phase 3) of the study is to 
confirm the efficacy, safety, and tolerability of MK-5475 at 
the selected dose compared to placebo during a 12 week 
base period followed by an extension period of up to 5 
years. The primary hypothesis of Phase 3 is that MK-5475

is superior to placebo in increasing 6-minute walk dis-
tance (6MWD) from baseline at week 12.

Study Design
Allocation: Randomized
Intervention Model Description: A total of approximate-
ly 450 participants will be randomized in this operation-
ally seamless adaptive Phase 2/3 study. Phase 2 of the 
study will randomize approximately 164 participants 
into 4 arms, and Phase 3 of the study will randomize 
approximately 286 participants into 2 arms.

Inclusion Criteria:
Pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) in one of the 
following groups: Idiopathic PAH, Heritable PAH drug 
and toxin-induced PAH, PAH associated with connec-
tive tissue disease, HIV infection, or congenital heart 
disease., Diagnosis of PAH documented by right heart 
catheterization (RHC).

Eligibility RHC meeting all of the following criteria:
Mean pulmonary artery pressure (mPAP) ≥25 mmHg
Pulmonary vascular resistance (PVR) of ≥3 Wood units
Puulmonary capillary wedge pressure (PCWP) or left 
ventricular end diastolic pressure (LVEDP) ≤15 mmHg.

For additional trial information, please visit:
https://clinicaltrials.gov/

For more information  Contact: Travis Sexton, PhD 
859-323-1082
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OPTIMIZER SMART POST - APPROVAL 
STUDY 

PI:  Aaron Hesselson, MD			 
Coordinator:  Ronals Smith  859-323-7195

Objective: Post-approval study that evaluates data 
such as cardiac outcomes, quality of life, mortality, 
and functionality. Long-term data needed to assess 
complication rates and potential interactions with oth-
er implantable devices in the intended patient popula-
tion. The post-approval study (PAS) protocol designed 
to address these concerns in a real-world setting.

AmplatzerTM PFO Occluder and AmplatzerTM 
TalismanTM PFO Occluder PAS (“PFO PAS”)
Post Approval Study

PI-John Gurley, MD 
Coordinator: Stephanie Morris, CCRP 859-323-5366

Objective: To demonstrate safety of the AmplatzerTM 
PFO Occluder and AmplatzerTM TalismanTM PFO 
Occluder by assessing the 30-day rate of device- or 
procedure-related serious adverse events including 
those that led to death.

REVERSE-IT:  A Phase 3, Multicenter, 
Open-Label, Single-Arm Study of PB2452 in 
Ticagrelor-Treated Patients with Uncontrolled 
Major or Life-Threatening Bleeding or Requir-
ing Urgent Surgery or Invasive Procedure 

PI:  John Kotter, MD	                          
Coordinator:  Jennifer Isaacs, CCRP       859-323-4738

Objective:  To demonstrate reversal of the antiplatelet 
effects of ticagrelor with IV infusion of PB2452 and to 
demonstrate the clinical efficacy of PB2452 by assess-

ment of hemostasis in ticagrelor-treated patients with 
uncontrolled major or life-threatening bleeding in an 
open-label, single-cohort study.

The REVEALPLAQUE Study: A pRospEctiVe, 
multicEnter study to AnaLyze PLAQUE using 
CCTA

PI:  Steve Leung, MD	  Coordinator:  
Coordinator: Travis Sexton, PhD 859-323-1082

Objective:  To evaluate the level of agreement between 
noninvasive CCTA-based quantification and charac-
terization of coronary atherosclerosis and invasive 
IVUS.  

MK-5475-007:  A Phase 2/3, Multicenter, Ran-
domized, Double-blind, Placebo-Controlled,
Adaptive Design Study to Evaluate the Efficacy 
and Safety of MK-5475 in Adults with
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension

PI:  David Booth, MD	
Coordinator:  Travis Sexton, PhD 859-323-1082

Objective:  Two cohorts to evaluate the effect of MK-
5475 
• versus placebo on the pulmonary vascular resistance 
(PVR) at Week 12
•versus placebo on 6-minute walk distance (6MWD) 
at Week 12

induced hypothermia for neuroprotection in comatose 
survivors of cardiac arrest.

CURRENTLY ENROLLING   
CLINICAL TRIALS



CLINICAL TRIALS 
CONTINUED
RIN-PH-304:  A Phase 3, Randomized, Place-
bo-controlled, Double-blind, Adaptive Study 
to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of Inhaled 
Treprostinil in Patients with Pulmonary Hy-
pertension due to Chronic Obstructive Pulmo-
nary Disease (PH-COPD)                              

PI:  Shaun Smith, MD	
Coordinator: Travis Sexton, PhD 859-323-1082

Objectives:  The primary objective of this study is to 
demonstrate the efficacy of inhaled treprostinil com-
pared to placebo in improving exercise ability as mea-
sured by change from baseline in 6MWD following 12 
weeks of active treatment in subjects with PH-COPD.
                         

Clinical Research Team

John Kotter, MD
Medical Director, Gill Heart & Vascular Institute 
Clinical Research

Jennifer Isaacs, MS, MS, CCRP
Clinical Research Services Director
Cardiovascular, Neurointerventional and Radiology 
Services
Gill Heart & Vascular Institute Clinical Research
859-323-4738 
Jennifer.isaacs@uky.edu

Stephanie Morris, CCRP
Clinical Research Operations Manager 
Cardiovascular, Neurointerventional and Radiology 
Services
Gill Heart & Vascular Institute Clinical Research 
Phone:  859-323-5366
Stephanie.A.Morris@uky.edu

Research Coordinators

Travis Sexton, PhD 
859-323-1082 
trsext2@uky.edu 

Ronald Smith, MA 
859-323-7195 
Ronald.T.Smith@uky.edu
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FELLOWS NEWS
GRADUATION

Advanced Heart Failure & Transplant Fellowship Program
Dr. Josue Villegas-Galaviz

Medical School: Autonomous University 
of Beja California School of Medicine 

Residency: Indiana University

Plans After Graduation: Cardiac Amyloi-
dosis Fellowship, Boston University Medical 
Center 

Advanced Cardiac Imaging Fellowship Program
Dr. Ashley Brunmeier 

Medical School: Southern Illinois Univer-
sity School of Medicine

Residency: Medical College of Wisconsin

Cardiology Fellowship: University of 
Kentucky

Plans After Graduation: ACHD, Ohio 
State University



Dr. Joshua Eason 

Medical School: University of 
Pikeville, Kentucky Col of Osteo-
pathic Med

Residency: University of Arizona

Cardiology Fellowship: Universi-
ty of Kentucky

Plans After Graduation: Non-in-
vasive Cardiologist at St. Joseph 
Dignity Health, Phoenix, AZ



8 | UK Gill Heart & Vascular Institutt

FELLOWS NEWS
GRADUATION

Interventional Cardiology Fellowship Program
Dr. Hussam Hawamdeh

Medical School: University of Jordan in Am-
man, Jordan

Residency: University of Florida, Gainesville

Cardiology Fellowship: University of Florida, 
Gainesville

Plans After Graduation: Baptist Health, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas

Dr. Matthew Rafn  

Medical School: University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine 

Residency: University of Wisconsin

Cardiology Fellowship: University of 
Kentucky

Plans After Graduation:  Bellin Cardiolo-
gy Associates, Green Bay, WI

Medical School: University of Cincinnati Col-
lege of Medicine

Residency: University of Kentucky

Cardiology Fellowship: University of Kentucky

Plans After Graduation: Norton Heart and 
Vascular Institute, Louisville KY

Dr. Matthew Sousa 



Cardiovascular Disease Fellowship 
Dr. Hoyle Whiteside

Medical School: Medical College of 
Georgia

Residency: Medical College of Geor-
gia

Plans After Graduation:  Critical 
Care Fellowship, University of Ken-
tucky 

Dr. Krystof Andress   

Medical School: Charles University, 
Prague

Residency: Cleveland Clinic, OH

Plans After Graduation:  Advanced 
Heart Failure Fellowship, University of 
Kentucky

Medical School: AT Still University 
School of Osteopathic Medicine, Meza 
AZ

Residency: Maricopa Medical Center

Plans After Graduation: Gener-
al Cardiologist at Aspirus Hospital, 
Wausau, WI

Dr. Dan Krause 
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FELLOWS NEWS
GRADUATION

Dr. Eric Kreps  

Medical School:  University of Louisville 
School of Medicine

Residency: University of Alabama, Birmingham

Plans After Graduation:  General Cardiolo-
gist, Baptist Health Louisville

Dr. Zariyat Mannan  

Medical School: St. George’s University School 
of Medicine

Residency: Cleveland Clinic, OH

Plans After Graduation: Advanced Cardiovas-
cular Imaging Fellowship at Brigham & Women

Medical School: Lincoln Memorial University 

Residency: University of Kentucky

Plans After Graduation: Complete an MPH 
and obtain additional skills in Sports Cardiology. 
Return to UK as Faculty in 2023.

Dr. Marc Paranzino 



Special Recognition
Dr. Moneera Haque 

Medical School: University of Kansas

Residency: Georgetown University 
Hospital 

Plans After Graduation: Assistant 
Professor, University of Kentucky 

Awards
Michael G. Spain Award

The Michael G. Spain Award is given to a faculty or staff member for 
extraordinary contributions toward the betterment of the fellowship 
program. This year's winner is: Vincent L. Sorrell, MD.

Dr. Sorrell has made numerous contributions to the improvement 
of our cardiology fellowship.  Ever since he came to UK, he has been 
a phenomenal teacher, and mentor to our fellows.  He probably has 
the highest conference attendance percentage of all our faculty (and 
fellows).  He took over as fellowship director in 2014.  When we had 
2 fellows interested in advance imaging, and only 1 spot, he was able 
to redesign their fellowship to ensure both will get the opportunity to 
complete their goals.  He worked with the critical care fellowship to 
develop a cardiac critical care combined fellowship, and we just had 
our first graduate last year in Dustin Hillerson. Trey will be our next. 
He also was able to help Monica to join our fellowship this year, and 
we are fortunate to have her join our staff this year.

Borys Surawicz Award is given to a 
distinguished teacher as well as mentor 
award voted by fellows to the faculty. 
This year's winner is: Joseph Souza, 
MD. 

Borys Surawicz Award 
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FELLOWS NEWS
GRADUATION

Teresa Hignite Award

The Teresa Hignite Award is given to a fellow 
who exhibits exceptional professionalism and a 
positive attitude. This year's winner is: Zariyat 
Mannan, MD.

For more graduation photos, copy and paste this link into the address bar:

\\ukhcdata\dept\Internal Medicine\Cardiology\Fellowship\Fellowship\Website\2022-06 
Fellows Graduation





AFFILIATE  NEWS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

In 2014, the Gill Heart & Vascu-
lar Institute launched the Gill Af-
filiate Network. Now comprised 
of 20 hospitals across Kentucky, 
the Gill Affiliate Network enhanc-
es access to high-quality cardio-
vascular care by collaborating 
with local community hospitals 
and medical centers. The Net-
work’s goal is to ensure that the 
full complement of heart care, 
from medical cardiology to vas-
cular and cardiothoracic surgery, 
is accessible to residents across 
the state.

Pictured above from left to 
right: Robin Mayberry, GAN Clin-
ical Quality & Program Director;  
Polly Bechtold: Director of Quality; 
Jodi Fourqurean, Cardiovascular 
Institute Nurse; Dr. Rajagopalan, 
Director GAN. 

Each year, the UK Gill Heart & 
Vascular Institute Affiliate Net-
work meets with each affiliate 
hospital for a year-end review. 
Known as Gill Affiliate Network 
Executive Committee meetings, 
these meetings provide an op-
portunity to review network 
achievements and accomplish-
ments over the past year as well 
as discuss goals, objectives, and 
opportunities for collaboration in 
the year ahead. This time is also 
used to orient and onboard new 
providers and staff to the Gill Af-
filiate Network. Attendees at this 
meeting generally include CEOs; 
CNOs; cardiologists; cardiovas-
cular directors; ED, cath lab, and 
imaging directors; as well as 

marketing and quality represen-
tatives. The Gill Affiliate Network 
team started their annual reviews 
this spring and will conclude 
them by late August.

Our goal with the Gill Heart 
& Vascular Institute Affiliate 
Network is to enhance access to 
high-quality cardiovascular care 
by partnering with community 
hospitals to provide the right 
care in the right place at the 
right time.

See here for more information: 
https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/
gill-heart-vascular-institute/profes-
sionals/affiliates

https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/gill-heart-vascular-institute/professionals/affiliates
https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/gill-heart-vascular-institute/professionals/affiliates
https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/gill-heart-vascular-institute/professionals/affiliates
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RESEARCH NEWS
MAKE BETTER CHOICES 2 (MBC2)

The University of Kentucky’s MBC2 
study recently celebrated a new 
wave of community participation 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
its project headquarters in Benham, 
KY. The study uses an interactive 
app, personalized health coaching, 
Fitbits, and financial incentives 
to improve health. To learn more 
about this free program, visit 
MakeBetterChoices2.com

Make Better Choices 2 (MBC2), a 
mobile health (mHealth) project 
through the University of Ken-
tucky. MBC2 aims to improve 
health among Eastern Kentuckians 
through an interactive app, person-
alized health coaching, Fitbits and 
financial incentives. The study will 
involve approximately 350 rural 
Appalachian Kentuckians, a popula-
tion at high risk for cardiovascular 
disease, obesity, diabetes, cancer 
and other chronic conditions that 
can be improved by diet and physi-
cal activity.

While this and all programs expe-
rienced delays due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the team was able to 
continue with important aspects of 
the research by doing a pilot study 
last summer, working with local res-
idents to develop program content, 
hiring and training additional staff 
members, and setting up an addi-
tional site on the UK campus.

“While these past two years have 
been times of trouble and strife, 
people from the mountains of Appa-
lachia have always been very 

 resilient and hardy,” said Nan-
cy E. Schoenberg, Ph.D., the 
Marion Pearsall Professor of Be-
havioral Science in UK’s College 
of Medicine, director of UK’s Cen-
ter for Health Equity Transforma-
tion and principal investigator for 
the study.

“We are so excited to get back 
to work with some of the most 
amazing people in the world,” 
Schoenberg said.

The research team is testing 
whether MBC2 can lead to 
meaningful and sustained life-
style improvements, which help 
prevent sickness and early death. 
Participation is open to any 
Eastern Kentucky resident 18 and 
older meeting health and health 
behavior eligibility requirements. 
All must have a cell phone and 
agree to use it for the project.

Deanna Lee Sherman, MBC2 
project manager and resident 
of Harlan County, noted that 
excitement about the project is 
growing.

“The community’s response has 
been amazing. We’re seeing some 
exciting traffic on Facebook, with 
very little advertising,” Sherman 
said. “People are looking for 
local and meaningful ways to get 
healthier. This program offers 
that in a fun, supportive way, and 
at no cost.”

Sherman and her team have 
worked with more than 50 local 

residents in the pilot to make sure 
that people know how to use the 
study’s technology and benefit 
from the programming.

Among those attending the 
ceremony were local residents 
who participated in MBC2’s pilot 
study, community members serv-
ing on the study’s advisory board, 
and city and county officials.

Closplint resident Heather El-
dridge, a participant in the pilot 
study, said the program’s person-
alized health coaching helped her 
set realistic goals.

“I feel I gained a better under-
standing of the way I deal with 
and my body reacts to stress. I 
am more aware of situations that 
cause anxiety and I feel more 
equipped to deal with them,” El-
dridge said. “My family noticed a 
change in me for the better. I am 
very grateful for that.”

MBC2 previously produced statis-
tically significant improvements 
in diet and physical activity and 
participants were able to keep up 
the positive changes.

“This newest program focuses on 
diet and activity and works very 
well in a big city, helping people 
eat better and move more, but 
we need to make it work here,” 
Schoenberg said. “Studies have 
shown that the pandemic added 
pounds, interrupted our exercise 
routines and made us spend more 
time on screens, causing more

https://www.ccts.uky.edu/participate-research/current-studies/make-better-choices-2
https://medicine.uky.edu/
https://medicine.uky.edu/
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/chet/
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/chet/
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/chet/
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sleepless nights and added stress.”

The MBC2 study will try to help lo-
cal residents overcome some of the 
challenges and lead healthier lives, 
she said.

“We are ready to roll up our sleeves 
and help everyone make better 
choices and lead healthier, happier 
lives,” Schoenberg said.

Schoenberg and her community 
partners developed the Faith Moves 
Mountains health promotion proj-
ects through UK-community part-
nerships. These efforts, including 
a successful and ongoing diabetes 
management program and a child 
nutrition program, are located in 
Eastern Kentucky.

MBC2 previously produced statis-
tically significant improvements 
in diet and physical activity and 
participants were able to keep up 
the positive changes.

“For the past 16 years, we have 
teamed up with talented and 
committed local residents to create 
health programming that people 
feel is important,” Schoenberg said. 
“We listen to community health pri-
orities and find the most innovative 
programs and approaches in the 
research. Then, we make sure they 
fit here.”

Sherman credited the local resi-
dents for making the MBC2 study 
possible as the program kicked off 
during the pandemic.
“Our communities really came 
through for us in adapting this 
study for Eastern Kentucky,” Sher-
man said. “From meeting with us 
in small group sessions to working 
with us creatively through COVID 
challenges, with our community 
partnerships we have developed a 
wonderful program that is already 
making a difference.”

Leah Baldwin, a resident of Letcher 
County who manages a ministry 
organization there, participated in 
one of three community sessions in 
2020 to help develop the app for its

Eastern Kentucky population.
Everyone needs a support system in 
change, Baldwin said.

“Having an individualized support 
system to break down what seems 
impossible into manageable steps 
will be what sets this program apart,” 
Baldwin said.

To learn more about the MBC2 study, 
contact staff at (606) 894-0355, by 
email makebetterchoices2@uky.
edu or visit MakeBetterChoices2.
com. On Facebook and Instagram @
makebetterchoices2 and on Twitter @
mbchoices2

Adapted from CHET News April 2022

http://makebetterchoices2@uky.edu
http://makebetterchoices2@uky.edu
https://www.ccts.uky.edu/participate-research/current-studies/make-better-choices-2
https://www.ccts.uky.edu/participate-research/current-studies/make-better-choices-2
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APRIL
TWENTY-NINE YEARS

LEXINGTON, Ky. (April 15, 2022) 
—“It was six days,” said Eddie 
Grimes’ son, Glenn. “That’s what I 
remember. They gave him six days 
to live.”

In March of 1993, 53-year-old 
Sharpsburg resident Eddie Grimes 
was suffering from cardiomyopathy 
– a disease of the heart muscles that 
prevents proper blood flow. Eddie’s 
life was turned upside down the mo-
ment he discovered that his condi-
tion had developed into congestive 
heart failure.

At the time, he was a factory worker 
and a proud father of two living with 
his loving wife, Alma. They were 
watching their older daughter kick-
start her career in Cincinnati, and 
had just sent their younger son off 

Eddie Grimes (center) has built 
great relationships with his UK 
HealthCare care team over the past 
29 years. Hilary Brown | UK Photo

to college. With his kids growing 
up, he was looking forward to his 
next phase of life.

Initially, he began treatment at a 
local community hospital for his 
coronary artery disease. But when 
his heart condition escalated, he 
required critical care and was 
sent to an intensive care unit at 
University of Kentucky Albert B. 
Chandler Hospital.

Grimes and his family spent 
the next three months working 
together to fight for his life. He 
could barely walk, eat or drink 
– and he began to hallucinate 
because blood was not being 
circulated to his brain. Eddie 
was told that he needed a heart 
transplant to survive – and at 
one point, they estimated that he 
only had six days to live if a donor 
heart didn’t become available.

Grimes was lucky enough to 
receive the heart transplant 
he needed at the UK Chandler 
Hospital on March 8, 1993. And 
amazingly, 29 years later, that 
same heart is keeping him strong.

The moment he woke up after the 
surgery, Eddie said he felt like a 
new man.

“I could immediately tell a big 
difference,” he said. “I could eat! I 
was eating anything they’d bring 
me. Before that, I wasn’t eating or 
drinking at all. It was amazing, I 
felt like I was even ready to get up 
and start riding my bike again.”

People who undergo an organ 
transplant of any kind receive 
immunosuppressants to help 
reduce the chance that their body 
will reject their new organ. For 
the first year, Eddie had to wear 
a mask everywhere he went to 
prevent illness while his body 
accepted the new heart, but after 
that, he felt he truly was free to 
live his life again.

“Just to be able to breathe and 
eat and go up for a walk,” Eddie 
said. “I walked three or four miles 
every day for years until my back 
and legs got in bad shape. I mean 
it is just remarkable what it did 
for me, what I could do.”

Twenty-nine years is a long 
amount of time for a transplanted 
heart to last. In fact, only about 
25% of heart transplant patients 
survive longer than 20 years.

https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/hospitals-clinics/albert-b-chandler-hospital
https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/hospitals-clinics/albert-b-chandler-hospital
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His surgeon, Michael E. Sekela, 
M.D., now surgical director of heart 
transplant at the UK HealthCare, 
feels that treating Eddie for this 
long has truly benefited him in 
terms of patient care.

“I have only had a couple of heart 
transplant patients with me this 
long,” Dr. Sekela said. “And I have 
had the incredible honor to care for 
Mr. Grimes and see him every six 
months for all these years. It has 
changed the way that I think about 
patient care, for the better.”

This transplant gave Eddie the 
opportunity to continue working, 
living, and loving his wife, friends 
and family.

April is National Donate Life 
Month. In Kentucky, more than a 
thousand people are on the waitlist 
for an organ transplant.

“It has been a true gift of new life,” 
Eddie said. “The things I’ve seen 
and friends I’ve made – I thank the 
Lord for everything he’s done for 
me.”

But one of the greatest blessings of 
all for Eddie was how he had the 
chance to see his son grow into the 
man he is today.

“I’ve seen him graduate from college 
and get married,” he said. “And I’ve 
got grandkids now. There’s just so 
much I have enjoyed that I wouldn’t 
have. And that’s a good life.”

Eddie says he feels so lucky to have 
continued doing the things he loves 
for so long. He goes to church and 
enjoys traveling to Gatlinburg with 
his friends. He and Alma loved 
getting to watch their grandkids 
excel in their school sporting events, 
graduate from high school and grow 
into young adults.

Glenn Grimes was filled with emo-
tion when reflecting on how lucky 
he has been to have his father in his 
life all these years.

“We lived at the hospital for about 
three months when I was in college, 
right before he got the transplant,” 
Glenn said. “But we’ve been blessed, 
I’m so glad he’s still here.”

And Eddie is here today all thanks 
to one person who chose to be-
come an organ donor. While their 
life had been lost, they granted one 
of the greatest gifts to someone in 
need.

“If I could talk to the donor family, 
I would say thank you very much,” 
Eddie said. “The Lord has blessed 
me with the gift that you all have 
given me. It is a blessing that this 
person chose to sign the donor 
card to give me another chance at 
life. I’ve just been blessed.”

One organ donor can save up to 
eight lives. If you are considering 
becoming an organ donor and 
are unsure, Eddie Grimes has one 
thing to say.

“That person’s heart is still living 
inside of me all these years lat-
er – that part of him is still alive. 
Maybe a part of you would be able 
to live again.”

Anyone can sign up to become an 
organ donor by joining the Ken-
tucky Organ Donor Registry: visit 
registerme.org or sign up when 
you renew your driver’s license.

Grimes has become an advocate for organ donor awareness since his transplant in 1993.

https://registerme.org/


This year, UK had 26 teams participate in 
Heart Walk, registered 587 walkers, and 
collectively raised over $39,000 all to help 
create healthier communities free of heart 
disease and stroke! In addition, UK walkers 
recorded over 5300 minutes of exercise, 
placing UK HealthCare in first place in the 
Heart Walk Move More Challenge! One 
thing is for certain, when the Big Blue fami-
ly comes together, we do great things!

Because of your work, we are on our way to 
building a healthier future for our family, 
friends, and coworkers! 

Thank you again, We look forward to doing it 
again in 2023!
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MAY
HEART WALK

Heart Walk Facts
•	 When you join the Heart Walk, you make a 

difference from day one.
•	 You help fund lifesaving science.
•	 You learn how to live healthier
You join more than a million Heart Walk 
Heroes in more than 300 locations across the 
country!

Visit the American Heart Association 
Heart Walk page to learn more. 

https://www2.heart.org/site/SPageServer/?pagename=HeartWalk_Landing_Page


Top 10 Teams

Team Name					     Coach	 Confirmed Fundraising
UKHC Gill Administration			   Rebecca Craft	 $5,965
UKHC IT - SI9					    Linda Noffsinger		              $5,175       	
UKHC Pumped-Up Hearts			   Jacob Stone	 $4,431
UKHC N' Syncope				    Traci Cook	 $3,240
UKHC HEART WINNERS, not failures	 Amber Bach	 $2,603
UKHC Endoscopy Butts N Guts		  Crystal Stokes	 $2,012
UKHC Saha CVRC				    Hisashi Sawada	                          $1,969   	   
UKHC Kentucky Clotters			   Jeremy Wood	 $1,762
UKHC UK Lab Services			   Janice Goldenberg		              $1,477	
UKHC Pharmacy Department		  Ashley Schenk	 $1,197



JUNE
SAHA AORTIC CENTER
LEXINGTON, Ky. (June 2, 
2022) — On Monday, May 25, 
the faculty and administration 
of the University of Kentucky 
College of Medicine announced 
the creation of the Saha Aortic 
Center, a new research center fo-
cused on aortic disease. This new 
center was established thanks to 
a generous $1 million gift from 
the Saha Foundation. 

Housed in the Biomedical Bio-
logical Science Research Build-
ing on the UK campus, the Saha 
Aortic Center will promote re-
search and education to advance 
clinical care for disease of the 
aorta. Aortic disease can cause 
the expansion and rupture of a 
vessel wall in the chest or ab-
dominal area, leading to poten-
tially deadly internal bleeding.

tially deadly internal bleeding.

Alan Daugherty, Ph.D., chair 
of the Department of Physiol-
ogy  and director of the Saha 
Cardiovascular Research Center 
in the UK College of Medicine, 
will serve as director of the Saha 
Aortic Center.

“Aortic disease affects the major 
artery that carries blood from 
the heart to the rest of the body,” 
Daugherty said. “Having this 
center that specifically focuses 
on research and education in this 
field is vital.”

David Minion, M.D., program 
director and UK College of Med-
icine professor of surgery, and 
Mary Sheppard, M.D., assistant 
professor of family and com

munity medicine, surgery and 
physiology in the UK College of 
Medicine, will serve as co-direc-
tors for the center.

“Dr. Saha has devoted a lifetime 
of service to the health care 
needs of Kentucky. The generous 
gift attests to his and his family’s 
passion and dedication to our 
Commonwealth,” Minion said. “I 
am honored to be a part of this 
exciting initiative.”

Sheppard founded the UK Aortic 
Clinic and performs NIH-funded 
research on Marfan syndrome 
and genetically based aortic 
disease. She works closely with 
vascular surgeons to provide a 
transdisciplinary team approach 
for managing patient’s aortic 
disease.

(From left): Mary Sheppard, M.D; Sibu Saha, M.D.; David Minion, M.D.; and Alan Daugherty, Ph.D. Sheppard and Min-
ion will server as co-directors of the new research center.

https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/sahaaortic/
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/sahaaortic/
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/cvrc/about-saha-family


23  |  Gill Quarterly, Summer  2022

“This donation from the Saha 
Foundation is a tremendous 
gift to the people of Kentucky, 
as they will not need to leave 
the state to access the most 
cutting-edge care for aor-
tic disease,” Sheppard said. 
“We have one of the largest 
groups of basic scientists in 
the world who do research on 
aortic disease. By facilitating 
collaboration with our phy-
sicians, this gift will position 
UK to be a premier center for 
the treatment of people with 
aortic disease throughout the 
world.”

“Dr. Saha has devoted a life-
time of service to the health 
care needs of Kentucky. The 
generous gift attests to his 
and his family’s passion and 
dedication to our Common-
wealth,” Minion said. “I am 
honored to be a part of this 
exciting initiative.”

The Saha Foundation was es-
tablished in 1999 by Sibu and 
Becky Saha. Its mission is to 
promote research and educa-
tion of cardiovascular disease 
in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. The foundation offers 
many awards and scholarships 
to scientists, medical stu-
dents, nurses and other health 
professionals. A previous gift 
from the Sahas established the 
Saha Cardiovascular Research 
Center.

The couple have considered 
Lexington home for more 
than 40 years and remain 
steadfast in their community 
involvement and generous 
philanthropy. Following a 
distinguished career in pri-
vate practice, Saha joined the 
faculty of the UK College of 
Medicine in 2002 as a profes-
sor of surgery in the Division 
of Cardiothoracic Surgery. 

Becky is past president of 
Friends of the Arboretum. 
During her tenure as pres-
ident, Friends of the Ar-
boretum launched a major 
campaign to establish the 
Kentucky Children’s Garden, 
which opened in 2011.

The couple’s daughter, Rani 
Saha, became president 
of the Saha Foundation 
in 2020. Currently, she 
works in New York City as 
a motion graphics designer 
and artist alongside many 
Fortune 500 companies, 
post-production and design 
houses, as well as digital 
agencies.

Through the Saha Foundation, Sibu and Becky Saha, along with their family, have supported cardiovascu-
lar research at the University of Kentucky.

https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/cvrc/
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/cvrc/
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AWARDS
SAHA AWARDS FOR PATIENT-CENTERED CARE
Stacy Ford, RN-Division of Cardiology (pictured below center) was selected to receive the 
2022, sixth annual, Saha Award for Patient-Centered Care in the category of Clinical Care Nurse.  
Stacy has spent the last 22 years working with cardiac patients. She is focused on patient education 
in addition to helping bridge the gaps between our patients providers to achieve optimal manage-
ment in outcomes.  She is passionate to provide exceptional care to all patients she serves and con-
tinues to further her career in these services through UK. She received nominations from Maya 
Ignaszewski, Navin Rajagopalan, Julia Jones, Annie Sketch, and Emma Birks for this UK 
HealthCare honor. 

The Saha Award for Patient Centered Care was established to honor four health care providers 
which exhibited a high sense of professionalism, a moral obligation to patient centered care and the 
ability to lead by example to advocate a change in the UK HealthCare culture.  Our patients deserve 
the highest level of care possible.  The award carries a $500 prize, made possible by the Saha Foun-
dation, and the award will be presented annually to recognize a staff member who exemplifies UK 
HealthCare’s DIReCT Values and the professional qualities and compassionate service that makes 
for outstanding patient centered care.



AWARDS
STAR PROGRAM
At UK HealthCare, exceptional service begins and ends with all team members. That's what the STAR program is all 
about. Whether it's day-to-day accomplishments or above-and-beyond results, we recognize, honor and celebrate the 
individuals and teams who are at the core of our success. The following received STARS in April, May and June 2022: 

GOLD 
Dana Moore (Cath Lab Recovery) – Nominated by Maren Schulke

SILVER
Casey Caton (Heart Station) – Nominated by Michelle Harrod

Katelyn Hale (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Mason Vance
Katherine Lopez (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Mason Vance
Thomas Mansfield (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Holly Jude
Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Leslie Calmes
Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Larisha Tatum
Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Melissa Bond

Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Vicki Petty
Karen Moran (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Mason Vance
April Skaggs (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Mason Vance

Rachel Smitson (Device-GS Recovery) – Nominated by Kathryn McCarty
Larisha Tatum (ECHO) – Nominated by Terry Oplas
Eric Taylor (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Mason Vance

Michael Walls (Cath Lab) – Nominated by Mason Vance

BRONZE
Dee Abrams (Gill Clinic/Ambulatory) – Nominated by Dana Moore

Leslie Calmes (Nuclear) – Nominated by Nicole Golenbiewski
Laura Dinnegan (Amb-Peds Cardiology Clinic) – Nominated by Kristopher Cumbermack.

Hannah Edelen (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Melissa McKee
Miriam Lewis (HF/VAD/MCS Team) – Nominated by Brittany Robinson

Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Tami Neal
Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Brooke Noplis

Melissa McKee (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Vicky Petty
Nicole Golenbiewski (ECHO) – Nominated by Katie Broadus

Peggy Hardesty (Gill Clinic/Ambulatory) – Nominated by Zulma Arellano
Melissa Lefebvre (Peds Cardiology) – Nominated by Iesha Thompson.
Majd Makhoul (Peds Cardiology) – Nominated by Iesha Thompson.
Tami Neal (Non-Invasive Services) – Nominated by Mary Moreland

Billy Netherland (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Rachel Walker
Vicky Petty (Echo Lab) – Nominated by Melissa McKee

Casey Sparrow  (Amb-Peds Cardiology Clinic) – Nominated by Kristopher Cumbermack.
Wen Su (CVRC) – Nominated by Zhenheng Guo

Larisha Tatum (ECHO) – Nominated by Melissa McKee
Iesha Thompson (Amb-Peds Cardiology Clinic) – Nominated by DeShawn Thompson

Janna Villanueva (GS Cardiopulmonary Rehab) – Nominated by Katelyn King
Leah Woods (ECHO) – Nominated by Katie Broadus

To nominate someone for a STAR award, login to starprogram.mc.uky.edu from any internet browser. 
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AWARDS CONT.
GILL RECOGNITION AWARDS

The Gill Recognition Program 
seeks nominations of staff, fac-
ulty, trainee, or an entire area to 
recognize outstanding work based 
on one or more of the criteria 
below. 
 
•    Going the extra mile to help 
colleagues or patients
•    Inspiring others
•    Preventing a serious adverse 
event
•    Embracing a spirit of constant 
improvement
•    Creating a valuable learning 
opportunity or environment
•    Developing an innovative 
approach or solution
•    Outstanding commitment to a 
scholarly pursuit
 
Nominations should include the 
individual name or area and a 
brief description of the outstand-
ing work.
 

The Gill Recognition Award will 
be awarded monthly.  You may 
open the nomination form on 
your web browser by clicking 
the link below: Gill Recognition 
Program. 

If the link above does not work, 
try copying the link below r: 
https://redcap.uky.edu/redcap/
surveys/?s=JFK4EPMJ83

See past winners here: https://
medicine.uky.edu/departments/
internalmedicine/gill-awards

Congratulations to Cardiovascular 
Services Outreach Operatiions Di-
rector  Rebecca Craft  (photo left) 
for receiving the April  Gill Recogni-
tion Award! 

Dr. Sorrell, the acting Chief of Car-
diovascular Medicine nominated 
Dr. Rebecca. 

Dr. Sorrell's  nomination of Rebecca 
reads: "Rebecca has been com-
mitted to the growth and success 
of the GHVI since its infancy. Her 
dedication is recognized across the 
state where she is seen as the go-to 
person for all UK questions and 
proposed relationships or patient 
needs. It is refreshing to have 
someone develop their skills so ex-
tensively by staying involved in the 
same mission for so many years."
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https://medicine.uky.edu/departments/internalmedicine/gill-awards 
https://medicine.uky.edu/departments/internalmedicine/gill-awards 


Congratulations to Gill Cardio-
pulmonary Technician Casey 
Caton (photo middle) for receiv-
ing the May 2022 Gill Recognition 
Award! Casey was recognized by 
Megan Payne, Non-Invasive Car-
diology Ops Supervisor, and Tami 
Neal, Cardiovascular Noninvasive 
Operations Director,  for his out-
standing work.

Here is what Megan and Tami (re-
spectively) had to say about Casey: 

"Casey was instrumental in coor-
dinating the replacement of the 
EKG fleet. Casey tracked every 
EKG machine enterprise wide, so 
we knew how many to order. He 
coordinated with the GE rep and 
several from the UK organization 
to receive the new machines, set 
them up, and get them distrib-
uted to their new areas. Without 
Casey this task would have been 
daunting and taken significantly 
more time, and been much less 
organized."

" The University ordered a com-
plete fleet replacement of the EKG 
carts.  Casey took ownership of the 
project and communicated with 
GE, Clinical Engineering, Man-
agement, and the departments to 
assist with the organization and 
completion of this project.  His 
leadership and organization of the 
project helped make the transition 
from the old carts to the new carts 
a seamless process."

Congratulations to Professor of 
Cardiovascular Medicine Dr. Paul 
Anaya  (photo right) for receiving 
the June 2022 Gill Recognition 
Award! 

Dr. Sorrell, the acting Chief of Car-
diovascular Medicine nominated 
Dr. Anaya. 

Dr. sorrell's nomination of Dr 
Anaya reads: 

"Dr. Anaya stepped up and assigned 
himself to the Moonlighting Over-
night Schedule during the 2022 
Fellowship Graduation Party so all 
the fellows could attend graduation. 
This is "Going the extra mile to help 
colleagues "

Apologies as the website is still be-
ing updated. Photos of Gill Recog-
nition Award winners can be found 
here: https://medicine.uky.edu/
departments/internalmedicine/gill-
awards
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Doug Andres
RIT1-Mediated Protection Fol-
lowing Traumatic Brain Injury
National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders & Stroke
02/15/2018-01/31/23

An Innovative Therapeutic Ap-
proach to Treat Cardiomyopathy
Army Medical Research and Ma-
teriel Command
07/01/20-06/30/23

Ken Campbell
Multiscale Modeling of Inherited 
Cardiomyopathies and Therapeu-
tic Interventions
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
08/03/17-07/31/23

Data-driven Optimization of 
Therapy for Heart Failure
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
05/01/22- 04/30/26

Length-Dependent Activation in 
Human Myocardium
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
09/15/20- 07/31/24

Dual Filament Control of Myocar-
dial Power and Hemodynamics
University of Missouri
08/25/20- 07/31/24

Multiscale Models of Propriocep-
tive Cncoding to Reveal Mecha-
nisms of Impaired Sensorimotor 
Control
Emory University
07/01/21- 03/31/26

Computer Modeling of Myosin 
Binding Protein C and its Effect 
on Cardiac Contraction
Case Western Reserve
04/01/19-03/31/23

Thick-Filament Regulation In 
Human Heart Failure
Washington State University
07/01/19-06/30/22

Awards for members of Gill Heart
& Vascular Institute total over $33 
Mil per year!

Lisa Cassis
Center of Research in Obesity and 
Cardiovascular Disease COBRE 
Core A: Admin
Core National Institute of General 
Medical Sciences
09/08/08-07/31/23

Supplemental Environmental Proj-
ect Compliance Assistance Tools 
and Services
KY Department of Environmental 
Protection
07/01/07-12/31/23

EPSCoR Administrative
KY Economic Development Cab
02/01/19-06/30/22

Sex Differences in Angiotensin-In-
duced Vascular Diseases
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
03/21/12-05/31/22



RESEARCH FUNDING
CONTINUED

Toward Early Diagnosis of Long QT 
Syndrome Using Machine Learning 
and Molecular Dynamics Simula-
tion of KCNH2
Loyola University
01/01/21- 12/31/22

Florin Despa
The Amylin Dyshomeostasis 
Hypothesis of Vascular Contribu-
tions to Cognitive Impairment and 
Dementia (VCID)
National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders & Stroke
04/01/20-03/31/25

Programing Amylin Secretion to 
Slow Brain Aging - An Animal 
Model
National Institute on Aging
09/15/17- 04/30/23

Role of Systemic Amylin Dysho-
meostasis in Alzheimer's Disease
National Institute on Aging
09/15/16- 05/31/22

Sanda Despa
Role of Myocyte Na+ Dysregulation 
in Diabetic Heart Disease
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
08/01/17- 07/31/22

Cardiovascular Consequences 
of Gestational Diabetes; Role of 
Amylin
American Heart Association
07/01/19-06/30/22

Mechanisms of Cardiac 
Remodeling Triggered by 
Gestational Diabetes
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
05/01/20-04/30/24

Ming Gong
Targeting GLP-1 Receptor as a New 
Chronotherapy Against Nondipping 
Blood Pressure in Diabetes
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
06/15/22- 05/31/26

Targeting Timing of Food Intake as 
a Novel Strategy against Disruption 
of Blood Pressure Circadian 
Rhythm in Diabetes
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
01/15/19-10/31/22

A Novel Mechanism by which 
Smooth Muscle BMAL1 Regulates 
IL-6 and Sexual Dimorphism of 
Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
08/20/18-07/31/22

Scott Gordon
The Role of High Density 
Lipoprotein Associated Protease 
Inhibitor Activity in Protection 
Against Atherosclerosis.
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
08/20/18-07/31/22

Alan Daugherty
University of Kentucky- Baylor 
College of Medicine Aortopathy Re-
search Center
American Heart Association
04/01/18-03/31/23

JMJD3 Regulates Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm Expansion
University of Michigan
04/01/21- 03/31/25

Determinants of Aorta Heterogene-
ity
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
06/01/21-05/31/28

Macrophage Migration Inhibitory 
Factor and Urinary Pain
Lexington Biomedical Research 
Institute
07/01/19-06/30/23

Internal Medicine is currently the 
highest funded division in the Col-
lege of Medicine..

Brian Delisle
Transcriptional Regulation of 
KCNH2
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
03/08/19-02/28/23

Circadian Clock Regulation of Myo-
cardial Ion Channel Expression 
and Function
University of Florida
09/01/20- 05/31/22
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RESEARCH FUNDING
CONTINUED

Synthetic HDL a Potential Sepsis 
Therapy
National Institute of General Medi-
cal Sciences
11/01/15-05/31/22

Analia Loria
Effect of Early Life Stress on Obesi-
ty-Induced Hypertension in Mice
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
12/01/17-11/30/22

Hong Lu
Atherosclerosis Mechanisms: An-
giotensin II Production and Action
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
05/01/18-03/31/23

Debra Moser
Rural Intervention for Caregivers' 
Heart Health (RICHH)
National Institute of Nursing Re-
search
09/26/16-06/30/22

Online Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy for Depressive Symptoms 
in Rural Coronary Heart Disease 
Patients
Patient Centered Outcomes Re-
search Institute
10/01/2020 to 09/30/24

Gia Mudd-Martin
Corazón de la Familia (Heart of the 
Family)
National Institute of Nursing Re-
search
03/02/17-01/31/23

Heart of the Family: A Cardiovas-
cular Disease and Type 2 Diabetes 

Timothy Mullett
Effectiveness and Implementation 
of a Health System Intervention to 
Improve Quality of Cancer Care for 
Rural, Underserved Patients
University of Iowa
04/01/21-03/31/26

Kentucky Lung Cancer Survivorship 
Program
Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation 
Incorporated
09/01/14- 12/31/22

Mariana Nikolova-Karakashian
Ceramide and Acute Phase Proteins 
Elevation During Aging
National Institute on Aging
08/01/02-05/31/23

Jonathan Satin
An Innovative Therapeutic Approach 
to Treat Cardiomyopathy
Army Medical Research and Materiel 
Command
07/01/20- 6/30/23

Nancy Schoenberg
Community to Clinic Navigation to 
Improve Diabetes Outcomes
National Institute Diabetes & Diges-
tive & Kidney
08/01/17-07/31/23

Implementing an Evidence-Based 
mHealth Diet and Activity Interven-
tion: Make Better Choices 2 for Rural 
Appalachians
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
08/01/20- 04/30/25

High Density Lipoprotein Targeting 
Protease Inhibitors for Preservation 
of Lung Function
Alpha One Foundation Incorporated
07/01/21-06/30/23

Identifying Pharmacokinetic Mark-
ers to Predict Altered Lipoprotein 
Kinetics in the Vascepa to Accelerate 
Lipoprotein Uptake and Elimination 
(VALUE) Study
Amarin Pharma Incorporated
07/30/21-07/30/22

Gregory Graf
Contributions of hepatic and intesti-
nal pathways to cholesterol excretion
National Institute Diabetes & Diges-
tive & Kidney
09/13/17-07/31/23

Bernhard Hennig
2021 Central and Eastern European 
Conference on Health and the Envi-
ronment
National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences
09/01/21- 08/31/22

Xiangan Li
Relative Adrenal Insufficiency is a 
Risk Factor and an Endotype for 
Sepsis
National Institute of General Medical 
Sciences
05/01/21- 04/30/26

Mechanism of Adrenal Insufficiency 
as A Risk Factor for Sepsis
National Institute of General Medi-
cal Sciences
09/01/17-08/31/22



RESEARCH FUNDING
CONTINUED

SBIR: Development of a TransApical 
to Aorta Double Lumen Cannula for 
a Neonate LVAD
W-Z Biotech LLC
04/01/19-07/31/22

Shuxia Wang
Role of SMPDL3B in Obesity-As-
sociated Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver 
Disease
07/01/22- 04/30/27

Christopher Mark Waters
Biophysical Mechanisms of Hyper-
oxia-Induced Lung injury
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
04/15/20- 03/31/24

Jonathan Wenk
Force Validated Heart Valve Surgical 
Planning Tool
University of Arkansas
09/01/19- 08/31/22

Sidney Whiteheart
Platelet Exocytosis and Endocytosis 
in Thrombosis and Immunity
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
04/01/20-03/31/28

Covid 19: Researching COVID To 
Enhance Recovery: IDeA States 
COnsortium for clinical REsearch 
(ISCORE) Network
West Virginia University
10/01/22-05/23/22

09/01/21-05/30/25

Venkateswaran Subramanian
Calpains and Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysms
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
08/10/17-07/31/22

Role of miR-146a in Abdominal Aor-
tic Aneurysm
National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute
01/01/22- 12/31/25

Ryan Temel
TRAF6 Nanoimmunotherapy to 
Resolve Plaque Inflammation
Mount Sinai
08/15/18-06/30/22

Therapeutic Targeting of Metabolic 
microRNAs as a New Treatment 
Paradigm for NASH
Aalborg University
01/01/19-12/31/24

Dongfang Wang
SBIR Development of a Minimally 
Invasive Single Cannulation, Com-
pact Single Port Pulsatile Ventricular 
Assist Device (sppVAD) for Total LV 
Support
W-Z Biotech LLC
10/01/21- 09/30/22

Development of a Paracorporeal 
Pump-Integrated Artificial Lung for 
Transport of Warfighters with Acute
Respiratory Distress Syndrome 
(ARDS)
Army Medical Research and Materiel 
Command
08/15/19 -08/14/22

Structure/Function Determinants of 
Puncture Wound Thrombus Forma-
tion
University of Arkansas Medical 
Sciences
09/01/21-05/30/25

Regulatory Mechanisms of Glycopro-
tein Sialylation
Case Western Reserve
01/01/21-11/30/24

Jeremy Wood
Coordination of the TFPI/Protein S 
and APC/Protein S Anticoagulant 
Systems
Pfizer Inc
06/22/21-05/31/23
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	  SEMINARS AND
        JOURNAL CLUBS

                 * Check website for details.

                Cardiovascular Seminar Series 
                 Fridays at 8:00 am  
                 This forum brings to campus prominent external speakers and provides presentations by UK faculty to ensure their 
	   research expertise is widely known. 
	   https://cvrc.med.uky.edu/cvrc-current-seminar-schedule

        	   Cardiovascular Journal Club 
	   Tuesdays at 8:00 am  
	   Presenters in this forum discuss specific citations including basis for this publication's selection, strengths and 
	   weaknesses, from the perspective as if he/she were the original reviewer. For more information contact: 
 	   Greg Graf, Ph.D. or Ryan Temel, Ph.D. 
	   https://cvrc.med.uky.edu/cvrc-current-journal-club-schedule

	   
	   Blood Cell Journal Club 
	   4th Friday of each month at 4:00 pm  
	   The journal club was started a number of years ago in an effort to provide a focal point for the hemostasis community 
	   at UK.  The focus is usually on platelets but they also discuss papers on Coagulation and Immune responses.  
	   https://cvrc.med.uky.edu/cvrc-blood-cell-journal-club-2018

	   Cardiovascular Seminar Series for Today’s Clinician-Scientists
	   TODD 170 
	   Noon- 12:50 PM and Zoom
	   Speakers will discuss late-breaking research, critical review of the guidelines, and other relevant cardiovascular 
	   topics. These presentations are expected to deliver knowledge and strategies that directly result in changes in practice 
	   that can improve patient outcomes. CMEs available.

	   Thursday 9/29/2022 	 TBD

	   Thursday 10/27/2022	   Speaker: Hakan Oral, MD
				      Frankel Cardiovascular Center 
				      University of Michigan Health
				      Title: ABCs of AF		

                 Thursday 12/1/2022 - TBD

	   Please RSVP to cmcmu2@uky.edu if attending in-person for lunch. 
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Prevention of Atherosclerotic 
Cardiovascular Disease Events: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-anal-
ysis. Curr Probl Cardiol. 2022 Jun 
25:101292. doi: 10.1016/j.cpcardi-
ol.2022.101292.

Ali HR, Kassi M, Agrawal T, Shah 
DJ, Alnabelsi T, El-Tallawi C, 
Al-Mallah M, Bhimaraj A. Inflam-
matory Cardiomyopathies: A Need 
to Identify Indolent Inflamma-
tion. JACC Case Rep. 2022 May 
18;4(10):632-638. doi: 10.1016/j.
jaccas.2022.03.020.

Alnabelsi T, Ahmed AI, Han Y, Al 
Rifai M, Nabi F, Cainzos-Achirica M, 
Al-Mallah MH. Added Prognostic 
Value of Plaque Burden to Comput-
ed Tomography Angiography and 
Myocardial Perfusion Imaging in 
Patients with Diabetes. Am J Med. 
2022 Jun;135(6):761-768.e7. doi: 
10.1016/j.amjmed.2021.12.010.

Anzellini S, Errandonea D, Bura-
kovsky L, Proctor JE, Turnbull R, 
Beavers CM. Characterization of 
the high-pressure and high-tempera-
ture phase diagram and equation of 
state of chromium. Sci Rep. 2022 
Apr 25;12(1):6727. doi: 10.1038/
s41598-022-10523-2.
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		  CV Seminar Series- Oct 27

		  CVRC research day-Oct 28
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		  CV Seminar Series- Dec 1

		  Cardio-oncology-Dec 3 and 4

	


