
 



 

Office of the Director  

 

What an exciting year 2017 was for the University of Kentucky College 

of Medicine’s Center of Excellence in Rural Health. The Center has 

partnered with communities, providers, students and individuals, since 

its establishment in 1990, to provide health professions education, 

health policy research, health care service and community engagement. 

Together we all strive to play distinct and critical roles in addressing the 

unique health care needs of our rural communities.  

This past year the words of our mission, “To improve the health and wellbeing of rural 

Kentuckians” echoed across all the Center programs. Through the process of developing a 

strategic plan for the Center, leadership from programs came together to discuss ways to 

move the work of the Center forward. Our vision of “A Healthier Kentucky” became the 

motivation for improving communication, refining research efforts, and exploring how the 

Center could expand or create new services to meet the needs of the rural communities 

across Kentucky.  

In 2017, we began exploring ways to use social media in our efforts to share information 

about the Center and the services available to community members. This is proven to be 

beneficial in helping us disseminate information. Our team is small in number but as you will 

see in the pages to follow we possess a selfless, creative and community-minded spirit, and 

work together to benefit our communities and the Commonwealth of Kentucky we call home. 

Service on boards and committees is one of the many ways employees make a difference. In 

2016, employees had a time commitment of 1,450 hours of service on boards and 

committees; in 2017, this increased to 1,734 hours. 

A research committee was also established in 2017 to help reach our research goals to 

“Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of health care for rural Kentuckians by addressing 

health disparities and barriers to access quality care” and “To raise public awareness of rural 

health issues research findings will be disseminated at the local, state, national and 

international level through publications and presentations”. The committee is comprised of 

faculty from the academic programs represented at the Center and North Fork Valley 

Community Health Center. The committee is guided by the Center’s research mission 

“Conduct rural health research related to health disparities, health outcomes, health policy, 

health care delivery systems and workforce needs” and hopes to capture ways to engage our 

students more frequently in research projects, specifically related to inter-professional 

opportunities.   

I’m proud of all we accomplished in 2017 and hope you enjoy this summary of the highlights 

of our year. We are already working hard in 2018 to make even more strides. The Center 

employees truly are an example of “Excellence in Action”.  

Sincerely,  

 

Director, Center of Excellence in Rural Health 
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http://ruralhealth.med.uky.edu/news/charles-marshall-selected-2017-academic-leadership-academy-program
http://ruralhealth.med.uky.edu/news/kentucky-rural-health-leader-receives-national-award-0
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http://uknow.uky.edu/research/appalachian-research-day-calls-abstracts
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https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/medical-and-clinical-laboratory-technologists-and-technicians.htm
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https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/social-workers.htm
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http://www.ccts.uky.edu/ccts/community-engagement#
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Total: 1,734 hours per year 



 



 



 





 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Vision: 

A Healthier Kentucky 

 

Mission: 

Improve the Health and Wellbeing of Rural Kentuckians 
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