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Length of Stay Index (LOSI) is 
the actual length of stay / 
anticipated length of stay. This 
has long been used as a 
measure to improve patient 
care. More complex patients 
require longer lengths of stay, 
which is not always accounted 
for in the LOSI due to 
inadequate documentation. In 
particular, the most common 
problems that fail to be 
documented are obesity, 
dysphagia, and malnutrition.

To improve documentation of 
common complicating factors in 
order to accurately calculate 
Length of Stay Index (LOSI) in 
order to improve patient care.

We created a template note for 
all residents on the Child 
Neurology Service to use. This 
template included 
documentation of the three 
most common problems that 
fail to be documented (obesity, 
dysphagia, and malnutrition). 
This template was released at 
the start of July 2023.

For the four months prior to 
implementation (March – June 
2023) the average LOSI was 
0.88. For the four months after 
implementation (July 2023 –
October 2023), the average LOSI 
was 0.87.

Adding obesity, dysphagia, and 
malnutrition to the template 
notes did not significantly 
influence LOSI
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